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Excused

David Simmons (Chair)

Kevin Ambler

Dennis Baxley

Frederick Brummer

Anitere Flores

Dan Gelber

Michael Grant
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Dennis Ross

John Seiler
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT
Judiciary Committee
11/9/2005 9:45:00AM

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)
Other Business Appearance:

Appropriate scope of the Florida Constitution
Wade Hopping (Lobbyist) - Information Only
Hopping, Green and Sams
710 N. Ridge Road
Tallahassee FL
Phone: 222-7500

Committee meeting was reported out: Wednesday, November 09, 2005 12:19:33PM
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Senate Judiciary Committee Meeting — October 19, 2005.

Sen. Webster — The document we’ll start with and the basis for it will be this constitution
right here. We’re going to look at every change that has been made. We’re going to take
the principles that we have already passed out of the Senate of what a constitution should
have and the filter that we thought the State Supreme Court should have in their hand in
order to make these judgments and we are going to weigh these amendment based on
that. In the end, whatever document we have was probably at some time our constitution
between when it was created and now. Because in my mind, all we would be doing is
removing things that did not meet the criteria that we’re talking about. So, we are not
rewriting the constitution, we’re only removing things that probably don’t belong there.

My other thought would be to take those items, whatever they may be, if there are any,
that don’t belong there, and in the same way that we would put to the public this
constitution, also, their vote would make those provisions statute instead of
constitutional. So, in the end, will any policy change? No. Not one bit. Maybe the
level of where that policy is found might change, if we do come up with something that
we would like to move, but that’s all.

[Sen. Geller asks about process]

Sen. Webster - The filter that we will be using and discussing, and certainly how this
committee will use that filter, will probably differ. And so, we will look at the filter, each
of us will ask ourselves - should this be in the Constitution or should it be in a statute
book. And however this committee votes on each of those items, that’s what we will
come up with. The possibility of what we vote out, if we were able to vote out a new
document, it would look like a constitution sometime in the past that we had before
today.

I think we at least ought to try to get a pure document before the voters and let them
choose. They may want this kind of thing in the constitution. If they do, there is not a
whole lot we can do about it. But I do feel at least somewhat obligated within myself to
try. And that is what [ am going to do.

[Sen. Campbell asks about passing a statutory initiative at the same time]

Sen. Webster - The filter that Sen. Smith sponsored, I agree with. I think its good. It lays
out in a concise way basically what a constitution should contain. And if we could take
those same principles and use them here and go backwards great, and maybe for the
future, we can get his issue on the ballot and have the people choose that in the future
that’s what they would like to see and allow the Supreme Court the ability to strike those
things that don’t meet that criteria — other than just a single subject .
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